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	European School of Alicante
Secondary School


Learning support POLICY
1.- Local policy for learning support
1.1 Concept

Learning support is a strategy across the European School system to set up remedial teaching when and where there is a real need for it. Indeed, the provision of learning support is foreseen for short-term learning difficulties deemed remediable with appropriate teaching measures. 

Learning support is designed to make the entire curriculum accessible to pupils experiencing difficulties in one or other area of learning and who, despite internal differentiation in class and their own best efforts, fail to reach the standard required by the European Schools’ curriculum. 

1.2. Selection of pupils

The final class councils can propose pupils to follow learning support lessons for the next school year. Furthermore, at the beginning of the school year, teachers can propose that certain pupils follow learning support lessons. This can also be done after the first term school reports are issued, and, exceptionally, after the March report.

Pupils themselves and parents may also discuss with the teachers the necessity of joining learning support lessons, as it can be seen in the following figure:
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1.3.- Priorities

Learning support applies to all subjects but priority is given to:
· Years 1-3

· Languages & scientific subjects

· Compulsory subjects rather than optional subjects

· Pupils in large groups

· Possibility of forming a group (around 5)

1.4.- Limitations

· Credit d’heures for LS. 
· The school timetable. Some times LS will have to be organised after school hours or on Wednesday afternoons

· Timetable of pupils.
· Timetable of LS – teachers.
· Availability of LS – teachers. In principle, we prefer that the subject teacher is not at the same time learning support teacher of the same pupil. That way we encourage team teaching and pupils can also benefit from different teaching styles.
1.5.- Objectives 
· Help the pupils to overcome shortcomings in a specific subject and give them a more solid foundation in skills and knowledge 
· Help the pupils to improve the results in the concerned subjects so that their promotion to the following school year will not be jeopardized.
· Foster learner autonomy through enhancing the pupils’ study skills applied to a specific subject.

· Increase teacher cooperation.

· Introduce the use of virtual learning platforms to help supporting the pupils’ learning

Keep parents regularly informed about the pupils’ progress.

2.- Other support programmes.
SWALS. It stands for Students Without A Language Section. The secondary school has the possibility of giving support to those pupils whose mother tongue or previous language of instruction does not coincide with the section they are enrolled in.

The support can be given in two directions, either to maintain their mother tongue or to facilitate their integration in the new L1 and/or L2.

The secondary school only has 10 hours/week for this purpose
RATTRAPAGE. This programme is aimed at supporting pupils that are weak in L2, or never had that L2 before arriving at the school. “Rattrapage” appears in the school report. It has 2 weekly periods of tuition and, in principle, cannot be stopped in the middle of the school year. 
This programme applies for years 1, 2 and 3 and exceptionally for years 4 and 5. 
3.- Local organisation of learning support

3.1. Role of the learning support teacher and the learning support diary
The learning support teacher is in constant communication with the subject teacher in order to help the pupil catch up in the areas in which he shows weaknesses. In this sense, he must carry out continuous observation and assessment of the pupils.

He gives feedback to the subject teacher, class teacher, learning support coordinator and parents about the evolution of the pupil. This feedback is structured and regularly recorded so that the progress of the pupil can easily be followed by other learning support teachers and subject teachers in the following years.

This can be done in the Learning Support Diary (see Annex III), which is kept by the pupil and handed regularly to the subject and learning support teacher so that they can check that it is properly filled in by the pupils. Keeping and updating the Learning Support Diary makes the pupils more aware of their own progress. It can also be brought home for information to the parents about the areas that need remedial and the actions taken at school. 
Sometimes parents may decide to reinforce the remedial teaching offered by the school by hiring a private tutor. We strongly recommend that the school is consulted before making that decision. This sort of supported maybe counterproductive if the private tutor is not familiar with the European School syllabi, our methodological approach or if the pupil is not encouraged to develop his independence and autonomy.
3.2.- Duration and general characteristics of the lessons.

In principle, most of the courses are planned as all year round courses and are subject based. However they may be closed due to an early and successful remediation. Also, courses may be closed or pupils excluded if they do not show interest, miss lessons with no justification or do not take responsibility for their own learning, showing no effort or no motivation at all.

Also some teachers propose short clinics, learning support focusing on a clearly defined problem for a limited number of lessons or learning support aimed at revising the contents of a test that has been missed by some pupils.

The small number of periods that we dispose of for supporting pupils’ learning difficulties makes us sometimes combine LS resources with other programmes such as SWALS and “Rattrapage”.
Study skills or “learning to learn” strategies are embedded in the learning support lessons and subject related. 1st year pupils also receive around specific on “learning to learn” taught by the L1 teachers.
New pupils arriving at the school without a language section normally benefit from the SWALS project. When we encounter very serious cases where the new L1 or/and L2 is a barrier to access other lessons, then we need to organise a language immersion for a few months using existing L1 and L2 lessons from another year levels. This we call an adapted timetable and it is normally complemented with tuition in small groups in the LS, “Rattrapage” or one to one SWALS lessons. Later on, the pupils are reintegrated in their normal lessons and normally keep their support lessons as well. 

3.3.- Tasks of the Learning Support coordinator

· Carry out a preliminary expected needs analysis for the following school year by gathering information from the end of the school year reports of class councils.

· Follow the proposals of pupils for learning support during the school year together with the Pedagogic Advisers and Deputy Head. 

· Contact and collaborate on a regular basis with Pedagogic Advisers, class teachers, subject coordinators and subject teachers.

· Facilitate Learning Support and subject teacher collaboration

· Keep himself informed about the progress of pupils receiving Learning Support to ensure maximal support or withdrawal of pupils from Learning Support lessons where support is no longer needed

· Disseminate information regarding materials, resources and in-service training.

· Produce an end of the school year report in which the Learning Support actions are evaluated and trends across language sections, years and subjects are shown.

· Collaborate with the Deputy Head in other required tasks.

4.- Annexes

Annex I: learning Support Calendar
Annex II: Learning Support Report

Annex III: Learning Support Diary

Annex I

Learning support calendar
	Date
	LS Coordinator
	Class 

Teacher
	Subject 

Teacher
	Learning Support Teacher

	July
	Prepare a preliminary list for next school year. 
	Prepare a list of proposed learning support students for next academic year. 
To be included in the class council report
	Suggest pupils that  may need LS next school year
	Attend end of the school year class council meetings. 

	September
	Arrange LS groups.
Assign teachers.

Inform parents of inclusion in LS programme
	Suggest pupils that may need LS.
	Suggest pupils that may need LS. 
	

	September

October
	
	
	Specify needs of LS pupils in the LS Diary for each pupil.
	LS lessons start 

Check LS Diaries 

	November

December
	Review November reports to identify pupils potentially needing LS
Review LS groups

Check that LS reports are ready.


	Inform parents of progress of LS pupils. Inform parents of new pupils in LS or moving out of LS
	Propose pupils joining or moving out of LS.
Specify needs

Check LS diaries.
	Meet with subject teacher to discuss LS pupil. 
Check LS Diaries Complete November LS report.

	January
	Review January reports to identify pupils potentially needing LS
Review LS groups

Check that LS reports are ready.


	Inform parents of progress of LS pupils. Inform parents of new pupils in LS or moving out of LS
	Propose pupils joining or moving out of LS.

Specify needs.
Check LS diaries.
	Meet with subject teacher to discuss LS pupil.

Attend January class council meetings.
Check LS Diaries Complete January LS report.

	February
	Review LS groups


	Inform parents of progress of LS pupils
	Inform parents of progress of LS pupils
	Inform parents of progress of LS pupils

	March
	Review March reports to identify pupils potentially needing LS
Review LS groups

Check that LS reports are ready.
	Propose students exceptionally for LS.
Inform parents of new pupils in LS or moving out of LS
	Propose pupils joining or moving out of LS.

Specify needs.
Check LS diaries.
	Check LS Diaries Complete March LS report

	April
	Review LS groups


	Inform parents of progress of LS pupils
	Inform parents of progress of LS pupils
	Inform parents of progress of LS pupils

	May

June
	LS lessons finish. Send letters informing parents end of LS


	Propose pupils to be sent the May letter
	LS finishes
	LS finishes

	June
	Check that LS reports are ready.


	
	
	Prepare LS reports to be sent with 2nd semester report
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Escuela Europea de Alicante
Learning Support Report

 

Pupil’s name: 

Class: 

Subject: 

As you know, your daughter / your son has been receiving Learning Support in the subject mentioned above. During the Learning Support lessons we have had the opportunity of observing his / her progress, willingness and motivation to learn, and acquisition of skills for structuring and organizing his / her work and study.

All these observations have led to the following assessment.

 

The pupil has …

 

	 
	Very little

- - -
	A little

- - +
	Quite a lot

- + +
	A lot

+ + +

	… made progress 

in the subject area

 
	 

 
	 

 
	 

 
	 

 

	…shown learning motivation 

and adequate attitude
	 

 

 
	 

 

 
	 

 

 
	 

 

 

	… made use of practical skills 

for organizing and structuring his / her learning

 
	 

 

 
	 

 

 
	 

 

 
	 

 

 


 

	Number of lessons missed
	


Should the pupil continue receiving Learning Support? ( YES

(NO

Observations:

Signed:

Learning Support teacher
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Escuela Europea de Alicante
	Annex II 

Learning Support Diary

	Pupil:
	Class:
	Subject:
	Months:


	Dates
	Subject teacher


	Dates
	Support teacher
	Dates
	COMMENTS

	
	NEEDS
	
	SUPPORT
	
	


Ought the pupil to have further support? 




(YES 

(NO
68
7

