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Careers Guidance Syllabus for 6 and 7

Approved by the Board of Governors on 28 and 29 April 1998 in Kobenhavn

Will enter as a pilot project, for Schools who can meet the costs from their present budget to start in Year 6 in September 1998 and in Year 7 in September 1999. The creation of a new budget line for the year 2000 will be considered later.

September 1998: 
6th year programme with 8 hours per class/section

(7th year modified programme to be piloted in this transition phase).
September 1999: 
6th year programme with 8 hours per class/section

7th year programme with 8 hours per class/section 
The programme should be reviewed after three years.

Approved by the Board of Governors on 26 and 27 April 2005 in Mondorf-les-Bains, Luxemburg. For immediate entry into application.
1.0
BACKGROUND

The Board of Governors of the European Schools has foreseen the development of a careers guidance programme for Years 6 and 7 as a logical continuation of the 5th Year careers guidance programme which is followed in all European Schools (Doc 95-D-263). The need for this continuation programme has been confirmed by the Working Party for Careers Guidance and Counselling and by the results of the recent questionnaire which surveyed the views of parents, pupils, careers teachers and school administrations on the implementation of the 5th Year careers programme (Doc 97-D-2910).

It is envisaged that this new programme would build on the strengths and skills which were developed in the 5th year careers programme and thus complete the careers education and guidance process for senior students in the European Schools. This programme would focus on equipping students with the skills and Information necessary to maximise their potential during Years 6 and 7 and to make considered choices for their post-Baccalaureate careers.
2.0
THE PROGRAMME
2.1
GENERAL AIM
This programme has been designed so as to give all senior European School students a formalised careers education and guidance base which would complement and enhance the voluntary work which already takes place in national sections throughout the European School system.

2.2
SPECIFIC AIMS

2.2.1
To make students familiar with the assessment structures which lead to the Baccalaureate Examination and Certification.


2.2.2
To develop study skills which involve planning and developing routines based on students’ work methods in Years 6 and 7


2.2.3
To promote students’ awareness of career possibilities and the routes to those careers, in a local, national and international context.


 
2.2.4
To assist students in identifying the various factors involved in choosing careers.


2.2.5
To develop students’ awareness of current employment structures and career paths. To assist students to develop skills of decision making to enable them to make considered choices in relation to anticipated careers.


2.2.6
To develop further the interaction between student/parent/school in matters related to school/career path.


2.2.7
To present the Careers Advice/Education services available in the European Schools to students and parents, and to promote awareness of the external sources of information and advice on careers and Higher Education available to students and parents.

2.3
CONTENT
A number of themes, topics and skill areas would be developed which include:


2.3.1
The European Baccalaureate - structure and assessment


2.3.2
Study skills- planning for study/time management


2.3.3
The world of work - trends, career paths


2.3.4
Higher Education in Europe - options and trends


2.3.5
Information retrieval - staff/ resource library / I.T.


2.3.6
Completing application forms - University applications


2.3.7
Personal record - Curriculum Vitae presentation


2.3.8
Interviews


2.3.9
Living as a student - life skills

2.4

ORGANISATION, METHODS AND MATERIALS

2.4.1
ORGANISATION
A time allocation of 16 lessons per class/per language section during Years 6 and 7, to be organised according to the requirements of each school. In some schools this programme might be organised at a time when 6th and 7th Year students are free of lessons i.e. after exams at the end of the 6th Year. The programme will be taught by the 6th and 7th Year careers teachers and delivered in the language of the student’s section.


2.4.2
SUGGESTED FORMAT
YEAR 6
may include

• 
structures of years 6 and 7 (timeline, assessment details)

• 
choosing a course at Third Level in national systems

• 
study skills

• 
information (staff/library/I.T./external sources)

• 
making an application to a University

• 
the world of work

• 
E.U. Higher Education options and mobility

• 
7th Year Baccalaureate structure - choices for written/oral examination/ assessment structures

• 
individual careers guidance meetings

YEAR 7
may include

• 
7th Year Baccalaureate: choices and assessment

• 
study skills and planning

• 
making applications / C.V. and personal file

• 
individual careers guidance meetings
• 
life skills - living as a Third Level student

2.5
METHODS
Programme activities are student centred, involving for example: 

• 
Group work

• 
Discussion/interview

• 
Problem solving

• 
Case study / role play

• 
Information retrieval

• 
Practical work

2.6
MATERIAL

Materials should be adapted to the “Content” areas outlined in the programme. They could include questionnaires, audio-visual material, electronic media, case studies, simulations and careers information.
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